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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 4,585 NA 3,393 391
1940 3,427 NA 2,034 252
1945 3,623 NA 1,938 70
1950 4,162 1,799 2,273 319
1954 5,099 1,445 2,017 664
1959 4,617 1,098 2,092 1,042
1964 4,812 807 1,149 419
1969 4,807 258 759 108
1974 5,065 434 543 74
1978 3,742 139 752 (D)
1982 5,254 234 730 119
1987 4,184 (D) 146 204
1992 3,372 (D) 255 (D)
1997 3,080 (D) 23 (D)

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 158 166 197

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 1,151 689 510
Grains (D) 533 338
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay, forage, 
  and silage 223 89 (D)
Other field crops (D) (D) ----
Vegetables, sweet corn   
  and melons 174 ---- ----
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) ---- ----
Nursery and greenhouse 
  products 51 (D) (D)
Forest Products Sold (D) (D) 1

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 556 810 1,196

Poultry and products (D) (D) (D)
Dairy products ---- (D) (D)
Cattle and calves 529 560 857
Hogs and pigs (D) (D) (D)
Sheep, lambs and wool (D) ---- (D)
Other livestock and          
 products (D) 33 (D)

Total income from sales: 1,707 1,499 1,706

Custom work and other      
 agricultural services: 83 46 152

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 3 36 78 38 3 4 ---- 162
1978 5 48 88 28 10 3 ---- 182
1982 13 77 89 23 7 5 ---- 214
1987 15 66 84 21 5 6 ---- 197
1992 19 53 67 20 6 1 ---- 166

1997 13 57 62 19 5 2 ---- 158
1/  Applies to 1997.  ----  Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 75 65 72
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 131 122 101 86

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 1 ---- 2
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 10 13 7
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 28 15 24
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 54 37 35
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 44 51 32
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 60 50 58
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53 56 58 58
NA  Not available.   ----  Represents zero.
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STAFFORD
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Stafford County is situated largely in the northern Piedmont
Plateau with a narrow strip of its eastern border falling in the coastal
plain.  Formed in 1775 from part of Westmoreland, the county was
probably named after the English shire of the same name.
Interestingly, Stafford is the site of historic stone quarries that were
the source of much of the stone used to build the Capitol building in
Washington.

  According to the 1997 Census of Agriculture, there were
19,896 acres in farms in the county, occupying 12 percent of the total
land area of 172,804 acres. In 1997, there were 158 farms in the
county, each averaging 126 acres in size and worth an average of
$434,509, including land and buildings.

Stafford is bound by the Rappahannock River on the south
and the Potomac River on the northeast, resulting in a gently sloping
topography. Nearly three-fourths of the county is wooded, and much
of this acreage is  in U. S. National Park Service lands. The climate
is generally mild, with temperatures averaging  37 degrees in
January and 77 in July.  The frost-free growing season is roughly
190 days, usually extending between  April 15 and October 22.
Annual precipitation averages close to 40 inches.
  

The acquisition of more and more land for public use and
other purposes during the past several years has resulted in a steady
decline in the importance of agriculture to Stafford’s economy.  Beef
cattle and dairying are the primary important agricultural enterprises,
and total agricultural sales in 1997 totaled $1.7 million. N e a r b y
Quantico and Fredericksburg provide employment as well as
markets for some of the farm products produced in the county. 

 In 1990, the estimated county population was 61,236.  The
total gross personal income that year was $1,330.0 million, or an
average of $21,712 per capita.

The county seat is at Stafford Courthouse.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 1,167 96,503 35 23,628 6,776 17,276 1,356 NA 44,027
1940 898 92,648 41 19,038 7,836 15,771 NA NA NA
1945 948 84,644 54 16,567 5,853 10,925 6,604 2,293 36,409
1950 800 78,511 88 13,015 5,867 8,089 6,220 3,781 37,360
1954 712 74,805 114 13,088 5,745 9,856 2,003 5,714 35,041
1959 440 57,560 146 10,474 3,644 6,093 3,932 3,613 27,135
1964 352 45,945 293 10,430 2,144 5,173 2,640 NA NA
1969 216 35,530 490 7,873 2,536 5,964 1,521 1,940 5,557
1974 2/ 162 27,782 1,115 7,569 802 4,202 1,520 NA NA
1978 182 28,462 1,359 9,114 834 3,981 1,984 1,992 8,436
1982 214 28,482 1,786 11,233 272 3,958 2,147 1,840 7,707
1987 197 27,849 (D) 7,984 2,485 4,689 1,500 1,196 8,800
1992 166 20,107 3,882 6,939 632 3,371 781 2,387 5,491
1997 158 19,896 4,413 7,261 482 3,375 775 681 6,596
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.  
(D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  

APPLE AND PEACH TREE NUMBERS

YEAR
APPLES PEACHES

No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total
No. Farms
Reporting

Non-bearing
Trees

Bearing
Trees

Total

1935 1,045 3,175 32,319 35,494 810 3,178 10,563 13,741
1940 461 1,654 1,595 17,605 299 1,446 3,028 4,474
1945 623 NA NA 12,991 428 NA NA 4,339
1950 333 799 6,622 7,421 219 616 1,414 2,030
1954* 75 464 1,391 1,855 44 142 267 409
1959* 34 94 395 489 20 45 159 204
1964* 8 16 133 149 6 12 64 76
1969* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974* 1/ NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978   2/ 2 NA NA NA 2 NA NA NA
1982 4 46 62 108 NA NA NA NA
1987 5 (D) (D) (D) NA NA NA NA
1992 6 (D) (D) 2,138 NA NA NA NA
1997 3 NA (D) (D) NA NA NA NA

*  Does not include data for farms with less than 20 trees and grapevines.  1/  Data for farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  
2/  Data for all farms.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 780 96,864 58 978 NA NA
1950 2/ 228 23,878 74 3,452 NA NA
1954 3/ 1 2,000 77 2,141 NA NA
1959 3/ ---- ---- 18 242 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 5 86 NA NA
1969 4/ 1 99 ---- ---- 6 5,493
1974 5/ 6/ 4 157 NA NA 12 1,618
1978 5/ 2 (D) 1 (D) 7 (D)
1982 1 (D) 3 (D) 10 6,370
1987 ---- ---- 1 (D) 7 (D)
1992 ---- ---- 2 (D) 8 264

1997 ---- ---- 2 (D) 19 389
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 7,907 23.8 187,989 2,263 13.2 29,855 374 NA NA
1940 6,972 26.1 181,760 2,406 14.0 33,606 NA NA NA
1945 5,078 25.4 128,984 2,007 22.1 44,418 NA NA 4,844
1950 3,865 38.7 149,753 1,603 20.4 32,653 593 18.8 11,172
1954 3,056 17.1 52,220 1,214 25.1 30,494 672 9.7 6,527
1959 2/ 2,330 44.5 103,777 1,083 24.0 26,019 952 18.3 17,411
1964 1,821 47.3 86,222 877 29.9 26,242 817 16.4 13,401
1969 1,713 61.1 104,745 587 45.7 26,816 965 28.2 27,175
1974 2,211 75.1 165,956 924 34.6 31,967 760 22.4 17,047
1978 2,778 79.8 221,627 370 43.7 16,186 2,308 20.5 47,352
1982 3,454 94.0 324,655 1,218 48.6 59,223 2,554 28.8 73,680
1987 1,621 51.7 83,740 358 51.6 18,486 1,692 26.3 44,509
1992 876 114.7 100,502 469 50.9 23,894 1,719 34.6 59,434
1997 1,262 89.0 112,256 220 57.6 12,671 1,548 31.8 49,200

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 585 693 13,854 138 2,482 156 1,860 339 35,617 134 19,647
1940 82 373 8,826 286 6,579 32 318 304 17,252 99 5,382
1945 46 516 13,436 172 4,779 179 2,005 104 7,799 43 3,304
1950 27 639 20,620 140 4,630 5 50 72 9,828 7 1,935
1954 18 1,246 43,921 445 17,014 68 873 31 5,614 1 830
1959 35 1,353 45,700 527 23,016 76 1,440 26 1,953 6 1,164
1964 7 496 24,380 539 24,843 28 655 2 285 NA 18
1969 3 173 9,140 311 17,251 8 100 NA NA NA NA
1974 8 79 2,795 360 16,652 NA NA 6 1,302 2 85
1978 12 (D) (D) (D) (D) NA NA 1 (D) (D) (D)
1982 7 152 9,269 270 16,518 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1987 NA (D) (D) 287 21,263 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 NA 105 (D) 224 16,475 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 59 NA NA 169 (D) NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over. 
3/  Potatoes are in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 10,114 315 520 5,201 4,980 558 569
1940 6,922 118 227 5,861 6,457 91 67
1945 7,219 103 200 6,570 5,238 44 35
1950 6,134 305 874 5,404 5,978 65 70
1954 5,388 600 1,058 3,541 2,732 416 359
1959 5,091 606 1,355 3,513 3,850 97 116
1964 5,248 388 1,041 2,027 2,248 172 223
1969 3,454 211 467 1,821 2,672 44 58
1974 3,140 135 291 1,491 2,299 20 26
1978 3,362 253 603 2,520 3,914 150 161
1982 3,339 453 1,175 2,466 3,294 104 156
1987 4,058 756 2,103 2,755 4,772 192 (D)
1992 3,598 587 998 2,563 4,360 67 178
1997 4,676 183 447 4,022 6,603 70 (D)

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
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